
Harm Reduction Beliefs, 
Principles & Values

A framework for working with PWUD



Almost everyone uses drugs



Drug use is a normal part of 
the human experience



Drugs are not going 
anywhere anytime soon



Drug use in and of itself is not a 
bad thing and most drug use is 
not associated with any harms



Drug-related harms happen 
in an environmental and 

cultural context



The context that drug use exists 
in will affect a person’s 

vulnerability to and capacity for 
dealing with any associated harm



Respond to drug use in a way that 
aims to reduce any potential or 
actual harms without aiming to 

reduce, discourage or cease drug use



Meet people where they are at



Do not minimise drug-related 
harm and be realistic about 

risks and safety



Nothing about us without us



Drug use is not a moral failing 
or a criminal issue and should 

not be treated as such



For workforce training enquiries email: britc@hrvic.org.au 

Details for our twice-monthly online naloxone administration training and a list 
of popular workforce trainings: hrvic.org.au/training

Become a member, it’s free! hrvic.org.au/become-a-member

For Fuse (including organisational readiness) enquiries email: nadiag@hrvic.org.au 

Or you can enquire about anything through our website: hrvic.org.au/contact

299-305 Victoria St, 
Brunswick

(between Brunswick station 
and Sydney Road)

@harmreductionvictoria
@hrvic_hpteam

Monday - Friday 
10.30am - 5.30pm

(03) 9329 1500
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